
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 9 August 2012] 

 p4703a-4703a 
Mr Andrew Waddell 

 [1] 

WATTLE GROVE — PROPOSED RETIREMENT VILLAGE 
Statement by Member for Forrestfield 

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [12.58 pm]: I rise on a matter of importance and urgency relating to 
developers, local government and the Wattle Grove community within my electorate. For nearly eight years now 
there has been a lot of controversy over the proposed development of a retirement village at 32 Gavour Road in 
Wattle Grove. The time has come for everyone who claims to represent the community to say where they stand. I 
understand that the council has passed resolutions in favour of the development and supporting the developers, 
and local residents have formed the Wattle Grove Action Network in order to oppose it. At the heart of the issue 
is the fact that the current zoning of semirural does not allow for such a development, and to allow the developer 
to proceed requires that zoning to be overturned. I think most people in the community acknowledge that we 
need more aged-care facilities. That is not in dispute, but there needs to be a fair and transparent process that is 
free of bullying that gives everyone a fair say. 

The decision currently rests with the Minister for Planning, John Day, whose own electorate is very close to the 
site in question. I urge the minister to make a decision consistent with planning principles and with the needs of 
the local community in mind. There has already been far too much conflict over this site, and it must be resolved 
for the good of the residents and the local community, not vested interests. The minister has sat on his hands, 
refusing to make a decision for over a year. He needs to come clean and let the people of Wattle Grove know 
exactly where they stand on this issue. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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